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St. Elias Melkite Catholic Church 

Church Information 

14263 Mulberry Dr. 

Los Gatos, CA 95032 

(408) 785-1212 

steliasmelkite@gmail.com 

steliasmelkite.org 

facebook.com/steliasmelkitechurch 

 

Mailing Address  

P.O. Box 26274 

San Jose, CA 95159 

Pastor 

Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo 

Phone: (831) 229-8350 

Sebastiancarnazzo@gmail.com 
__________________________ 

 

Sunday Service Time 

Divine Liturgy: 11:00 am 

Confession Times 
Wednesdays: 5:30-6:30 pm 

Sundays: Before Divine Liturgy 
 

 

THIS WEEK 
 
Wednesday, October 26th      
Bible Study @ 7:00pm 
(Online and in Church Hall) 

__________________________ 

 
Coffee Socials and Qurban 
 
This Sunday, October 23rd   
Qurban: Leila Carnazzo  

Coffee Social: Leila Carnazzo 
 

 

Next Sunday, October 30th    
Qurban: Holly Handal 

Coffee Social: Holly Handal 
_________________________ 
 
 
 
Please pray for: 
The Orthodox Servants of God 
Leslie Griffin 

Linda and Carlino Carnazzo 

Angele St. Hilaire 
Vance Solis 

Theodore Pince 
Elijah Taurke 

William Connelly 

Robert and Francis Cava 

 

The Orthodox Servants Asleep 
in the Lord 

Souad Elhage 
Rosemary Hashimoto 

Fuad and Rene Kalil 

 
 

__________________________ 
If you have names you would 

like added to the list of 
commemorations, please send 

to steliasmelkite@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 23, 2016 
5th Sunday After the Exaltation of the Holy Cross – Gerasene Demoniac 

 

Epistle: 23rd Sunday of Pentecost Ephesians 2:4-10  
BRETHREN, God, who is rich in mercy, by reason of his very great love with which he has loved us 
even when we were dead by reason of our sins, brought us to life together with Christ, and you 
have been saved by grace. God raised us up together, and enthroned us together in heaven in 
Christ Jesus, so that he might show in future ages the overflowing riches of his grace, through his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith: and that, not on 
your own, for it is God’s gift, and not the result of work which might have been a pretext for 
anyone to boast. For we are his workmanship, we who were created in Christ Jesus through good 
works which God has pre-planned so that we could walk in them. 
  Gospel Luke 8:27-39  
At that time when Jesus came to the country of the Gerasenes there met Him a certain man who 
for a long time was possessed by a devil, and wore no clothes, and lived in the tombs, not in a 
house. And when he saw Jesus, he fell down before Him, and crying out with a loud voice said, 
“What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Son of the most high God? I pray Thee, do not torment me.” 
For he was charging the unclean spirit to go forth from the man. For many times it had laid hold of 
him; and he was bound with chains and fetters, and kept under guard, but he would break the 
bonds asunder, and be driven by the devil into the deserts. And Jesus asked him, saying, “What is 
thy name?” And he said, “Legion,” because many devils had entered into him. And they entreated 
Him not to command them to depart into the abyss. Now a herd of many swine was there, feeding 
on the mountainside. And they kept entreating Him to give them leave to enter into them. And He 
gave them leave. And the devils came out from the man and entered into the swine; and the herd 
rushed down the cliff into the lake and were drowned. And when the swineherds saw what had 
happened, they fled and reported it in the town and in the country; and people came out to see 
what had happened. And they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the devils had gone 
out sitting at His feet, clothed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. And those also who had 
seen it reported to them how he had been saved from Legion. And all the people of the Gerasene 
district besought Him to depart from them; for they were seized with great fear. And He got into a 
boat and went back. But the man from whom the devils had gone out prayed Him that he might 
remain with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to thy house, and tell all that God has 
done for thee.” And he departed, proclaiming throughout the whole town all that Jesus had done 
for him. 
 

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection (6th Tone) 
The angelic powers were around Your tomb * and the guards became as dead * and Mary stood 
at the tomb * seeking Your spotless body * Then You despoiled Hades without being tried by it * 
and You met the Virgin O Bestower of life * O Lord, who rose from the dead * glory to You! 

 

 نشيد القيامة باللحن السادس
إن القوات المالئكية ظهرْت على قبِرك، والحراَس صاروا كاألموات، ومريَم وقفْت عند القبر، طالبةُ جسدَك الطاهر. فسلبَت الجحيَم 

 ولم تنلَك بأذى، والقيت البتوَل واهباً الحياة.  فيا من قام من بيِن االموات، يا رب المجدُ لك.

 
 

 

 

Serving San Jose Valley & Bay Area, CA 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE BISHOP’S APPEAL  
The annual Bishop’s Appeal is an important way to assist in and promote the growth of our 
Church throughout the US. Your generous gift will support the education of our children in the 
Faith; the creation of new outreaches and missions; the training of our seminarians; the 
publishing of SOPHIA magazine, and so much more. In addition, a tithe, or ten percent, of the 
Appeal funds will provide some relief for our less fortunate and persecuted brothers and sisters. 
Sayidna is counting on your support. If you have not already sent in your gift, please do so this 
week.  We need 100% support from our parish! God bless you for your generosity. 

ST. ELIAS LADIES GATHERING - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 @ 11:00am 
All ladies of St. Elias are invited and encouraged to attend this gathering.  This will be a special 

time to for the ladies to visit together and support each other as sisters in Christ. Meet at 

SWEET TOMATOES, 113 Bernal Rd, San Jose, CA 95119. 

SAINTS DAY PARTY - MONDAY, OCTOBER 31 @ 5:30pm 
All parishioners are invited to attend our Saints Day Party.  Children should come dressed like 

their favorite Saint from the Old Testament, New Testament, or Church History.  We will have a 

brief evening prayer together, followed by dinner and games.  One of the games will be "Guess 

that Saint."  Bring a favorite candy to share.  Dinner will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saint of the Day: The Holy Hieromartyr James, Brother of the Lord, First Bishop of Jerusalem 
According to several Fathers of the Oriental Church and to the common belief of the Latin Church, James was the son of Cleopas or 

Clopas (sometimes called Alpheus), a brother of St. Joseph.  His mother was Mary, a first cousin of the Virgin.  Because of this 

relationship, James was called from very ancient times the “brother of the Lord,” which is an Oriental expression applying also to 

first cousins.  James was also the blood brother of Simon and Jude.  He is called James the Lesser to distinguish him from James, 

the son of Zebedee and brother of John the Evangelist.  He was the first Bishop of Jerusalem and the author of the First Universal 

Epistle addressed to the Israelites of the Diaspora.  St. Jerome attests that he was martyred under Emperor Nero in the year 62.  

He is in fact the same person as James, son of Alpheus, whose feast is celebrated on the 9th of this same month. 
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FROM THE DIOCESE: 5TH
 SUNDAY AFTER THE FEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS: “ENTHRONED IN THE HEAVENLY REALM” 

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS is one of the most beautiful in the New Testament. It was probably written at the end of St. Paul’s life or 
compiled from his writings shortly after his death. Although it is addressed (in most manuscripts) to the Church in Ephesus, it does not 
deal with any local problems like some other Pauline epistles. Rather it speaks of the Church is a more general or universal sense, 
stressing its mission to make the Gospel known throughout the world. This has led some scholars to suggest that it was a kind of 
circular letter sent to first-century Churches as a summary of St Paul’s teaching. 

The epistle begins with a prayer of praise and thanksgiving: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places… He destined us in love to be His sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved… He has made known to us in all 
wisdom and insight the mystery of His will, according to His purpose which He set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth” (Eph 1:3-10). 

This theological hymn celebrates the mystery of God’s will, described later in the epistle as “the mystery hidden for ages in God” (Eph 
3: 8, 9). It describes this mystery as the Father’s plan to unite all things in Him [Christ], things in heaven and things on earth.” In this 
way the vision of Paradise set forth in the beginning of creation would at last be fulfilled. 
 
The Heavenly Places 
Several times in this epistle (e.g. 1:3, 20; 2:6) St Paul uses the Greek term en tois epouraniis, literally “the heavenlies” and translated 
here as “the heavenly places.” Other English translations, such as “the heavenly sphere” or “the heavenly realm,” suggest that St Paul 
is not talking about geography here – a place up above – but about the condition of eternal life in communion with God. 

This life is first of all the communion of Father with the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is in the Trinity that the mystery hidden from the ages 
finds its home. It is God’s plan to extend to us, who are created in the divine image, a share in this communion. Not even “the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places” are aware of this; it is “through the church [that] the manifold wisdom of God might 
now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places” (Eph 3:10). This teaching is the inspiration for this 
theotokion sung frequently at vespers and orthros in Byzantine Churches: “The mystery which was hidden from eternity and unknown 
to the angels has been revealed through you, O Theotokos, to those on earth; for God took flesh…” It is through the incarnation of 
Christ – in which the Theotokos played an essential role – that the principalities and powers came to discover the eternal plan of God. 

The divine plan, according to St Paul, is centered on Christ crucified and risen from the dead, whom the Father raised Him from the 
dead “… and made Him sit at His right hand in the heavenly places far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come; and He has put all things under His feet and has made 
Him the head over all things for the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Eph 1:20-23). 

We are reminded of this teaching every time we enter a Byzantine church building and see the icon of Christ “in the heavenly places” 
(the dome), often surrounded by saints and angels. Thus He is depicted as head of the heavenly Church and of the Church on earth, 
namely us who are gathered in the church to worship Him. 
 
Adopted into God’s Household 
St Paul uses another image to describe our place in this eternal plan of God. We are “chosen” and destined” to be “His sons.” In the 
Greek original we are destined “eis huiothesian” (for adoption as sons). As Christ is Son of God by nature, we who are united to Christ 
are God’s sons by adoption, a free gift bestowed on us who could never earn such a status by our own efforts.  

This brings us to the portion read at today’s Liturgy: “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which He loved us  even 
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with 
Him, and made us sit with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus…” (Eph 2:4-6). In Christ human nature is found for the first time in 
the heavenly realm. There is a human body – the risen Christ – glorified by the divine nature to which it is united not for Himself alone 
but as “the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20), “the firstborn of many brethren” (Rom 8:29). We celebrate this on 
the Feast of the Holy Ascension of Christ, singing hymns such as this: “Ascending in glory today from the Mount of Olives, in  Your great 
love You lifted up our fallen nature and placed in on God the Father’s throne” (doxastikon at vespers). 

St Paul teaches that therefore we too are enthroned in the heavenly sphere with Christ but that this full deification of believers will 
happen only “at his coming … when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and  every authority and 
power … [and] the last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 Cor 15:23-26). 
It is this vision of the future which we proclaim at the end of the Nicene Creed: “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the age to come.” 
 
Where Do We Come In? 
St Paul concludes his thought in Ephesians 2 by repeating an idea mentioned in v. 5 cited above. “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God — not because of works, lest any man should boast” (vv. 8, 9). No one 
can earn the gift of God – it is freely given, not a response to our merits. Yet there is a place for our works and St Paul mentions them 
in v. 10: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before-hand that we should walk in 
them.” We are meant to devote ourselves to doing good, but not in order to earn what is a free gift of God. Rather our good works , 
whatever they may be, are done in response to God, our thanksgiving for giving us both our life on earth and our future in the 
heavenly realm. In this the Fathers saw a synergy of God’s initiative and our response. Neither one alone brings about our salvation; 
both together bring us to eternal life. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

“… [Salvation] comes not by any effort of ours, nor of any good works, but out of God’s love; and yet not by 

His love alone, but of our virtue also. For if it was by His love alone, it would follow that all must be saved. If 

salvation were the result of our virtue alone, then His coming was needless, and the whole plan of God would be 

unnecessary. But it is the result neither of His love alone, nor yet of our virtue, but of both. He chose us, says 

the Apostle; and He who chooses, knows what it is that He chooses.  That on our coming near unto Him, He 

should vouchsafe us such a great privilege, as to bring us at once from a state of enmity, to the adoption of 

children, this is indeed the work of a really transcendent love.” (St John Chrysostom on Ephesians 1) 
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