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St. Elias Melkite Catholic Church 

Church Information 

14263 Mulberry Dr. 

Los Gatos, CA 95032 

(408) 785-1212 

steliasmelkite@gmail.com 

steliasmelkite.org 

facebook.com/steliasmelkitechurch 

 

Mailing Address  

P.O. Box 26274 

San Jose, CA 95159 

Pastor 

Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo 

Phone: (831) 229-8350 

Sebastiancarnazzo@gmail.com 
__________________________ 

Sunday Service Time 

Divine Liturgy: 11:00 am 

Confession Times 
Wednesdays: 5:30-6:30 pm 
Sundays: Before Divine Liturgy 
 

THIS WEEK 
 

Saturday, December 3rd  
Advent Day of Recollection 9am-3pm 
 

Saturday, December 3rd  
St. Elias Ladies Gathering 
(Event is the Advent Recollection) 
 

Saturday, December 3rd 
St. Elias Outreach @ 5:00pm 
Gesu Chapel at JST 
1735 Le Roy Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94709 
 
____________________________ 

 
Coffee Socials and Qurban 
 
This Sunday, November 27th    
Qurban: Linda Kaldani 
Coffee Social: Linda Kaldani 
 

Next Sunday, December 4th     
Qurban: Holly Handal 
Coffee Social: Ophelia Drake 
____________________________ 
 
 
Please pray for: 
The Orthodox Servants of God 
The Kaldani Family 
Areej Kaldani 
The Genn Family 
Richard Hanna 
Leslie Griffin 
Emily Roca-Dalyan 
 
 
 
The Orthodox Servants Asleep in 
the Lord in the Hope of the 
Resurrection 
Vanda Kaldani  
Jalelah Hawatmeh 
George Hawatmeh 
Siham Hanna 
Anita Deasis  
 

 
____________________________ 
If you have names you would like 
added to the list of 
commemorations, please send to 
steliasmelkite@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 27, 2016 
13th Sunday After the Holy Cross – The Rich Young Man 

 
 

Epistle: Colossians 1:12-18 

BRETHREN, we thank God the Father who has enabled us to share in the saints in light.  He has 

delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son 

in whom we have deliverance, the remission of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the 

first-born of all creation; for in Him all things were created, those in heaven and those on earth, 

the seen and the unseen, whether Thrones or Dominations or Principalities or Powers: all things 

were created through Him all things hold together; and He is the head of the body, the Church.  

He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, so that He may be first in all things. 

 

 
  

Gospel of the 13th Sunday of Holy Cross Luke 18:18-28 (The Rich Young Man) 

At that time a certain man approached Jesus and asked him, saying, “Good Master, what shall I 

do to gain eternal life?” But Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but 

only God.  You know the commandments; ‘Thou shat not kill.  Thou shalt not commit adultery.  

Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt not bear false witness. Honor thou father and mother.” And he 

said, “All these I have kept ever since I was a child.” But when Jesus heard this, he said to him, 

“One thing is still lacking to you; sell everything you own, and give to the poor, and you shall 

have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  When he heard these things, he was much 

grieved, for he was very rich.  But Jesus, seeing him become sad, said, “With what difficulty will 

the wealthy enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 

needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  And they who heard it said, “Who 

then can be saved?” He said to them, “Things men cannot do alone, they can do with God’s 

help.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

 

Troparion of the Resurrection (3rd Tone) 
Let all in heaven rejoice * and all on earth be glad * for the Lord has exerted power with His 
arm * by death He has trampled upon Death * and has become the firstborn from the dead * 
He has delivered us from the bosom of Hades * and has granted to the world great mercy. 
 

 نشيد القيامة باللحن الثالث

الموَت بالموت، وصار بكَر االموات، وأنقذنا من  ووطيءألن الرب صنع عزاً بساعده،  لتفرح السماويات، وتبتهج االرضيات.

 جوف الجحيم، ومنَح العالم عظيَم الرحمة.

 

 

 

 

 

Serving San Jose Valley & Bay Area, CA 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd @ 9am-3pm 
The Advent 2016 Day of Recollection at St. Basil the Great Byzantine Catholic Church will be 

held on Saturday, December 3, 2016. The theme of the day of recollection is “Advents of 

Christ.” All are welcome to attend. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. There is no fee for the 

day of recollection, but donations are welcome. Please RSVP before November 29 by sending 

an e-mail to pastor.stbasil@gmail.com so we can know how much food to prepare. 

 

ST. ELIAS LADIES GATHERING – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd @ 9:00am 
On Saturday, December 3rd, all ladies are invited to attend our 3rd Ladies Gathering. This week 

we will be attending the Advent Day of Recollection, beginning at 9:00am and ending at 

3:00pm. We hope to see you there! 

 

ST. ELIAS OUTREACH LITURGY – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd @ 5:00pm 
St. Elias is having its first outreach in Berkeley, CA on Saturday, December 3rd. We will have 

Divine Liturgy at 5:00pm and dinner will be provided afterwards. Location: Gesu Chapel at JST, 

1735 Le Roy Ave Berkeley, CA 94709 

UPDATED ADDRESSES 
This week you will be receiving an e-mail asking you to provide your current mailing address as 

well as your preferred phone number. Please respond in a timely manner in order that we may 

update our parish records. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint of the Day: Saint Nestor 
● Nestor was the companion of Demetrius 
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FROM THE DIOCESE: 13TH
 SUNDAY AFTER THE FEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS: “ICONS IN THE BIBLE” 

FROM TIME TO TIME Eastern Christians are reproached for venerating icons because “icons are not in the Bible.” St John of Damascus, 
whose treatises on icons were instrumental in defeating iconoclasm, taught that the Church’s icons are “in the Bible” because they 
stand in the context of God’s own self-revelation to us through images. We make icons because God has made icons. 
 
The Perfect Icon of the Father 
God the Father Himself is unknowable, beyond our understanding, according to the Torah. To represent Him in physical form would be 
idolatry. For the Jews even to speak His name would be unseemly. There is, however, an icon of the Father. As St John of Damascus 
wrote in his Third Treatise on the Holy Icons, “The first natural and undeviating icon of the invisible God is the Son of the Father, 
showing the Father in Himself” (Treatise III, 18). 

It is the Lord Jesus Himself who indicates this relationship to God in the following discussion with His disciples. Jesus said to Thomas, ‘“I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. If you had known Me, you would have known My 
Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” A confused Philip interjected, “‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is 
sufficient for us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me?’” (Jn 14:6-
10).  

The Son is the perfect icon of God because the Father is fully present in Him. Jesus would repeat this teaching as His passion drew 
nearer, knowing that His death and resurrection would validate His claim: “He who sees Me sees Him who sent Me” (Jn 12:45). This 
conviction would become central to the Church’s belief, expressed so strongly in the prologue to St John’s Gospel, “No one has seen 
God at any time. The Only-begotten Son, the One who is in the bosom of the Father, He has made Him known” (Jn 1:18). 

We find the same teaching in St Paul’s writings, expressed specifically in iconographic terms. Thus the Epistle to the Hebrews proclaims 
Christ to be “the brightness of His glory and the express image [eikon] of His person, upholding all things by the word of His power” (Heb 
1:3). Here and in the Epistle to the Colossians Christ is described as Revealer of the Father, as His icon to the world. “He is the image 
[eikon] of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He 
is before all things, and in Him all things exist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence” (Col 1:15-18). 

As icon of the Father, Christ touches all things with His dynamic presence, creating and maintaining all things by His life. 
  
Man the Divine Icon 
According to the Book of Genesis, mankind itself is an icon of God, who is Himself the “iconographer.” “Then God said, ‘Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ So God created man in His own image; in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them” (Gen 1:26, 27). In his ability to order creation (and in so many other ways as 
well) man images the Creator, who is Himself the image of the Father. 

The Church Fathers saw a significant difference between the Son as the perfect icon of the Father and mankind as the scarred and 
broken image of the Creator. To explain man’s fallen condition many Fathers made a distinction between the two terms used in 
Genesis. They saw the image of God in man to be permanent if scarred but the likeness to have been lost. It would only be in the 
Incarnation of Jesus that man would once more become both image and likeness of God. 

While the Son of God is the perfect image or icon of the Father, every human being is in some imperfect way God’s image. A believer 
convinced of this teaching reveres every human being as an icon of God. 
 
The Temple, Icon of Paradise 
The Scriptures also contain examples of material images which are described as made according to a spiritual model. The tabernacle or 
portable sanctuary in the desert was constructed by Moses in accordance with “the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture” 
(Ex 25:40) revealed to him by God. In the New Testament the temple of Jerusalem and its furnishings, which had become Israel’s 
permanent sanctuary, are described as “copies of the heavenly things” (Heb 9:23), images of a reality in the heavens. But which spiritual 
realities does the temple represent? 

Many Scripture commentators find the key in this verse from Psalm 78: “He built his sanctuary like the high heavens, like the earth, 
which he has founded forever” (Ps 78:69). The Temple, they believe, was designed as an icon of creation. According to this view, the 
results of each day of Creation (see Gen 1) are symbolically reflected in the temple and its furnishings. As described above, the light of 
day one of Creation can be interpreted as the glory of God and those who dwelled with Him. The temple veil would then symbolize the 
“firmament” as the primary division between heaven and earth. The bread of presence represents the grass and herbs of the earth, the 
lampstand represents the sun, moon and stars, the cherubim represent the birds, and the high priest represents mankind at worship, 
Adam the priest of creation. The Temple is thus understood by many Jews as well as Christians as an icon of the universe. 

God’s creation was no longer recognizable as His temple; an icon – the Tabernacle and the Temple – was needed to represent it. 
 
Icons of an Icon 
In the Epistle to the Hebrews the mystery of our salvation is described in terms of the Yom Kippur liturgy of the Jewish temple: “For 
Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 
of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the Holy Place yearly with blood not his own; for 
then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the 
age to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for men to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly 
waiting for him” (Heb 9:24-28).  

The living icon of Christ’s sacrifice is, of course, the Divine Liturgy, in which the holy gifts are brought into the holy of holies “beyond the 
veil.” As the Jewish temple was an icon of the worshipping world, our oblation is an icon of the sacrifice of Christ – an icon of the 
eternal reality! Glory to God for all things. 

 

 
 
 


