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St. Elias Melkite Catholic Church 

Church Information 

14263 Mulberry Dr. 

Los Gatos, CA 95032 

(408) 785-1212 

steliasmelkite@gmail.com 

steliasmelkite.org 

facebook.com/steliasmelkitechurch 

 

Mailing Address  

P.O. Box 26274 

San Jose, CA 95159 

Pastor 

Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo 

Phone: (831) 229-8350 

Sebastiancarnazzo@gmail.com 
__________________________ 

 

Sunday Service Time 

Divine Liturgy: 11:00 am 

Confession Times 
Wednesdays: 5:30-6:30 pm 
Sundays: Before Divine Liturgy 
 
____________________________ 

 
Coffee Socials and Qurban 
 
This Sunday, December 25th    
Qurban: Holly Handal 
Coffee Social: The Carnazzo Family 
 

Next Sunday, January 1st      
Qurban: ---------------------------- 
Coffee Social: -------------------- 
____________________________ 
 
 
Please pray for: 
 

The Orthodox Servants of God 
The Kalil Family 
Joanna Higareda 
Christian Rosario 
Mary Green 
Graceanne Solis 
David Solis 
Joseph & Camille Pulsoni 
Jonathan Kaldani 
The Sramcik Family 
Kamal & Eugenie Neimat 
Ann Bowden 
Laure Kelly 
William Connelly 
Issa Sehak 
The Lemme Family 
Rosalie  
The Chan Family 
The Peterson Family 
 
That the Lord God will inspire the gift 
of Vocations in our Melkite Church, 
now and always and forever and 
ever. 
 
 

The Orthodox Servants Asleep 
in the Lord in the Hope of the 
Resurrection 

Yusra Aboudi 
Emily Roca-Dalyan 
Michael Harris 
Wilbur Smith 
Vanda Kaldani 
Siham Hanna 
 

 
____________________________ 
If you have names you would like 
added to the list of 
commemorations, please send to 
steliasmelkite@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 25, 2016 
Feast of the Nativity According to the Flesh of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ 

 
 

Epistle of the Feast: Galatians 4:4-7 

Brethren, when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, that He might redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption of sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 

crying, “Abba, Father!” So that one is no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, an heir also of 

God through Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 
  

Gospel of the Feast: Matthew 2:1-12 (Visit of the Magi) 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, Magi came from 

the East to Jerusalem saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?  For we have seen His 

star in the East and have come to worship Him.”  But when King Herod heard this, he was 

troubled, and so was all Jerusalem with him.  And gathering together all the chief priests and 

Scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  And they said to 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus it is written by the prophet, ‘And you, Bethlehem, of the 

land of Judah are by no means least among the princes of Judah; for from you shall come forth a 

leader who shall shepherd my people Israel.”  Then Herod summoned the Magi secretly, and 

carefully ascertained from them the time when the star had appeared to them.  And sending 

them to Bethlehem he said, “Go and make careful inquiry concerning the Child, and when you 

have found Him, bring me word, that I too may go and worship Him.”  Now they, having heard 

the king, went their way.  And behold, the star they had seen in the East went before them, until 

it came and stood over the place where the Child was.  And when they saw the star they 

rejoiced exceedingly.  And entering the house, they found the Child with Mary His mother, and 

falling down they worshipped Him.  And opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back 

to their own country by another way. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

 

Troparion of the Nativity  
Your Nativity, O Christ our God * has shed on the world the light of Wisdom * For by it, those 
who worshipped the stars were taught by a star to worship you, the Sun of Righteousness * 
And to know you as the Orient that rises from on high. O Lord, Glory to You! 
 

 ع نشيد الميالد بالحن الراب

ألَن الساجِدين للَكواِكب، فيه تعلَّموا من الكوكِب السُّجود لك يا شمَس  ميالدَُك أيُّها المسيُح الُهنا، قد أظهر نُوَر المعرفِة للعالم.

 العدل، وَعرفوا أَنََّك من المشرُق الذي مَن العَالء. يا ربُّ المجد لك.
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Serving San Jose Valley & Bay Area, CA 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE BISHOP’S APPEAL  

We thank God for tremendous gift of His Only-begotten Son, and we offer 

thanks to our new-born King for all the blessings received in 2016. Please make 

a generous thanksgiving gift to your Melkite Catholic Church in America. The 

annual Bishop’s Appeal officially ends in all the parishes of the Eparchy on 

December 31st, 2016. However, gifts to the Appeal will continue to be 

received and credited to your parish until January 31st, 2017 for anyone who 

makes an end-of-year, tax-deductible donation.  Your gift means so much to 

so many! Thank you for your generosity. May God bless you and all your family 

with a blessed and merry Christmas and a happy, healthy, and holy New 

Year!  CHRIST IS BORN! 

  
REMEMBER THE MELKITE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL: Give a lasting gift for future 
generations of Melkites in America by remembering the Melkite Catholic 
Church in your will. Simply add the following statement to your last will and 
testament: I hereby bequeath to the Melkite Eparchy of Newton the following 
sum: $______. Contact Bishop Nicholas personally to inform him of your 
generous bequest: 3 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury, MA 02132. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:steliasmelkite@gmail.com
http://steliasmelkite.org/
mailto:Sebastiancarnazzo@gmail.com
mailto:steliasmelkite@gmail.com
http://steliasmelkite.org/userfiles/pdf/1456967919.mp3


  
 

EPARCHY OF NEWTON 
MELKITE GREEK CATI IOLIC CHURCH 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
 

The Nativity of Jesus Christ 2016 

 

 

 

 

My Dear Clergy and Faithful, 

Christ is born! Glorify Him! 

O Christ, You became a creature made of the clay of the earth; by sharing in our human nature, 
You made us share in Your divine nature. You became a mortal man, but You are still God. You have lifted us up 

from our fallen state: Holy are You, O Christ and Lord! (Nativity Canon of Matins, Ode 3) 
 

In Eden, contrary to the command of God, Adam and Eve ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil, thereby creating the brokenness of our human nature. Although "made in the image and likeness of God", 

Adam and Eve and we their descendants "became subject to corruption and decay through sin. But now the wise 

Creator re-creates us again, for He is gloriously triumphant" (Ode 1). 

God's new plan to redeem those He created included His birth on earth as a human being like us. "When 

He saw man perishing, whom He had made with His own hands, the Creator bowed the heavens and came down. 
He took man's nature from the pure Virgin and He truly became a man" (Ode 1). 

Christ comes to restore the image and likeness. As human beings, we cannot lose being the image of God, 

but our likeness to God can be harmed and tarnished. Since God is a living God, we are also made to share His 

life. God is good — we are made to be good. He is wise, peaceful, and joyful; He is kind, compassionate and 

gentle — we must be the same. His birth in the flesh provides us the opportunity to be renewed. 

There is another tree in the garden of Eden —the "Tree of Life", (Genesis 2:9). This tree symbolizes 

communion with God. Christ is born and the tree of life is planted on earth. We may say that this tree is Christ 

himself, blossoming from the Virgin in the cave of Bethlehem. We, the children of Adam and Eve, are invited to 

come and eat of its fruit, the fruit of the Spirit given by Jesus in the kingdom of God. 

The kingdom of God began in Eden, the Garden of Paradise. Disobedience blocked the 

Tree of Life. The Nativity hymns provide the recreation event of Christ's birth as a "homecoming"  

"Bethlehem has opened Eden! Come let us see! We have found joy in a secret place hidden from the eyes of the 

world. We can take possession of Paradise that is within the cave. There the unwatered root has appeared, 

flowering forth in pardon. There too is the undug well, from which David longed to drink of o/d. There the Virgin 

has brought forth a child who will quench the thirst of Adam and al/ his descendants. Come then, let us hasten in 

spirit to the place where the newborn Child has come for al/ mankind, for He is God from all eternity" (Ikos of 

Matins). 

Isaiah the Prophet speaks of the coming of the Savior; "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son and 

shall call his name Emmanuel" (Is 7:14). Emmanuel means "God with us" (Mt 1:23). Yes, the Lord is with us and 

in us. He shares His nature so we may become godly. 

As we celebrate the birth of Christ — God's manifestation to us in the flesh, we do not merely commemorate 

history, but rather His rebirth in us, and not just on Christmas, but every day of our life. His birth is the proclamation 

of joy — we must be joyful and proclaim this joy to everyone. He is the Prince of Peace — we must always be 

peacemakers. He is God's love for us in our midst, we must love each other. He is God's forgiveness and 

reconciliation — we must forgive and be reconciled with all. 

May God in human flesh, Jesus Christ, fill your lives with love, joy, forgiveness, and peace. And may 

you live this and spread this far and wide. 

My love, prayers, and blessings for a holy season of rebirth and new life. 

 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ God, 

 
+ Nicholas Samra 

Eparchial Bishop 
 

 

 

 



 

FROM THE DIOCESE: FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST: “IN THY DARK STREETS SHINETH THE EVERLASTING LIGHT” 
IN 1868 REV PHILIPS BROOKS, rector of an Episcopal church in Philadelphia, wrote “O Little Town of Bethlehem” for his Sunday School. He 
had visited the Holy Land a few years earlier and he wanted to share something of that trip with his young parishioners. Could he have 
imagined that people would still be singing that simple tune today? 

Rev Brooks was far from the first person to be intrigued by Bethlehem, an insignificant place by worldly standards but one of lasting 
religious importance to both Jews and Christians. First settled by the Canaanites over 1400 years before Christ, the town was called the 
“house of Lahama,” a local fertility god. When the Israelites conquered the town during the first millennium BC they reinterpreted the 
name to mean “house of bread” (beyt lehem). Arab Palestinians, the local population today, call it the “house of meat” (beyt laham). 
 
Bethlehem in the Old Testament 
The first mention of Bethlehem in the Bible is in the Book of Genesis: “So Rachel died and was buried on the road to Ephrath that is, 
Bethlehem.  And Jacob set a pillar on her grave, which is the pillar of Rachel’s grave to this day” (Gen 35:19, 20). Ephrath is a Hebrew 
word for “fertility,” recalling the old Canaanite meaning of the name. The two names are often placed side by side in the Old 
Testament.  

Jews consider Rachel’s grave as one of their holiest sites. It is also revered by Christians and Muslims. The pillar marking the burial place 
of Rachel was replaced during the Ottoman era by a tomb-like shrine which remains as a place of pilgrimage today. Rachel’s connection 
with Bethlehem is noted in St Matthew’s Gospel. Quoting Jeremiah 31:15, Matthew describes the mourning for the Holy Innocents as 
“Rachel weeping for her children” (Mt 2:18). 

Home of Jesse, Father of David 
The town is next described as the home of Jesse, the father of David, Israel’s future king. The Prophet Samuel is sent there by God to 
identify the next king of Israel: “Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a 
king among his sons” (1 Sm 16:1). Jesse parades his sons before Samuel but the prophet does not choose any of them. Finally, “Samuel 
said to Jesse, ‘Are all your young men here?’ Then he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.’ And 
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.’ So he sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking. And the  

LORD said, ‘Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the 
Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward” (1 Sm 16:11-13). 

David becomes an attendant to the current king, Saul. He is present when the Philistine warrior, Goliath, challenges the Israelites to 
send out a champion to face him. David volunteers and slays him with his slingshot. 

Saul names David commander of his troops but David’s growing popularity eventually turns Saul against him. It is only after Saul is killed 
by the Philistines that the leading men chose David as their king. 

The highpoint of David’s victorious reign is the capture of what would be his capital, Jerusalem, which would be then known as the city 
of David. The actual site of David’s city, to the southeast of the present Old City of Jerusalem, has been excavated since the nineteenth 
century.  
 
Bethlehem, City of David? 
While Jerusalem is repeatedly called the City of David in the Old Testament, St Luke’s Gospel is the only place in the Scriptures where 
Bethlehem is given that distinction. We are told that “Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David…” (Lk 2:4). Why does Luke identify 
Bethlehem in this way?  Luke gives Bethlehem, the city of David’s birth, the royal title proper to Jerusalem to accentuate the paradox 
that, despite Jesus’ humble origins, His is a royal birth. St Matthew does the same thing when he quotes the following prophecy of 
Micah: “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the 
One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting” (Mi 5:2).  When St Luke uses the title “City of David” for 
Bethlehem he makes an unspoken comparison between Christ and His ancestor in the flesh. David was born a man of the soil who was 
later chosen to be king. Jesus was an eternal King who took upon Himself the humble circumstances of being born in a cave and laid in a 
manger. David is a shepherd who became a king. Jesus is a King, worshipped by the shepherds, David’s successors. While David 
transcended his lowly birth, Jesus transformed His, making it the object of our songs. 

The Basilica of the Nativity 
One of the most important churches which the empress St Helena commissioned during her trip to the Holy Land in the early fourth 
century is the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. The site on which it was built had been revered for years by people in the area, as 
Origen attests: “If anyone wants further proof to convince him that Jesus was born in Bethlehem besides the prophecy of Micah and 
the story recorded in the Gospels by Jesus’ disciples, he may observe that, in agreement with the story in the Gospel about His birth, 
the cave in Bethlehem where He was born is pointed out, with the manger in the cave where He was wrapped in swaddling clothes. 
What is shown there is famous in these parts, even among people alien to the faith, that indeed Jesus, who is worshipped and 
reverenced by the Christians, was born in this cave” (Contra Celsum, book I, chapter LI). 

The church soon became one of the chief shrines in the Holy Land and a favorite destination of pilgrims. Eusebius of Caesarea, in his Life 
of Constantine written in 335, notes that “the most pious Empress honored the Theotokos’ pregnancy with wonderful monuments, 
embellishing the sacred cave with all possible splendor. And soon thereafter the emperor himself honored it with imperial offerings, 
adding to his mother’s works of art with costly presents of silver and gold and embroidered curtains” (Life, 3.43).  

The church built by St Helena – a rotunda overlooking the cave with an attached nave and atrium – was destroyed in the sixth century 
during a Samaritan rebellion against Roman rule. It was rebuilt by Emperor Justinian in 565 in the form which remains to this day: a 
Greek basilica-style church built over the underground Grotto of the Nativity, the shrine marking the traditional place of Christ’s birth. A 
silver star under the altar, supposedly marking the “exact spot” where Christ was born, was added by the French in the eighteenth 
century. 

The basilica itself is administered by the Greek Orthodox patriarchate, which shares control of the grotto with the Armenian and Roman 

Catholics Churches. There are several chapels on Manger Square, surrounding the basilica, the largest being the Latin Church of St 

Catherine of Alexandria. There are also Armenian, Greek, and Latin monasteries attached to the basilica. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contra_Celsum

