
 

St. Elias Melkite Church 
Serving San Jose & South Bay Area, CA 

14263 Mulberry Dr., Los Gatos, CA 95032 
steliasmelkite.org ● (408) 785-1212 ● steliasmelkite@gmail.com 

 

Divine Liturgy 
Sundays: 11am 
Feastdays: See website Calendar 
 
Confession Times 
Wednesdays: 5-6 pm  
Sundays: 10-11 am 
 
Bible Study 
Wednesdays: 7-8pm 
 
Sunday School: After liturgy 
 
Contact the Pastor 
Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo  
Phone: (831) 229-8350 
SebastianCarnazzo@gmail.com 

Sunday, February 5, 2017: the Pharisee and the Publican 
 

HYMNS 
Troparion of the resurrection (Tone 5): Let us, O faithful, * praise and worship the word, * 
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, * born of the Virgin for our Salvation; * for He was 
pleased to be lifted in the flesh upon the cross * and to endure death * and to raise the dead * 
by His glorious resurrection. 

  نشيد القيامة باللحن الخامس
 بالجسِد 

َ
 للكلمة، األزلي مع اآلِب والروح، المولود من العذراء لخالصنا. ألنه ارتضن أن يصعد

ْ
ن ونسجد لننشد نحن المؤمني 

 الموت، وينهَض الموتى بقيامته المجيدة. عىل الصليب، ويحتمل 
 
Kondakion of the Pharisee and the Publican: Let us shun the boastful words of the Pharisee and 
learn from the Publican humility with sighing; let us cry out to our Savior: “Have mercy on us, 
You who alone are merciful!” 
 

READINGS 
2 Timothy 3:10-15  My son Timothy, you have followed my teaching, my behavior, my faith, my 
long-suffering, my love, my patience, my persecutions, my afflictions such as befell me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, such persecutions as I suffered: and out of them all, the Lord 
delivered me.  And all who want to live piously in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.  But the 
wicked and impostors will go from bad to worse, erring and leading into error.  As for you, keep 
on with the things you have learned and which have been entrusted to you, and remember from 
whom you have learned them.  For you have known from infancy the Sacred Scriptures which 
are able to give you instruction for your salvation by the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 
Luke 18:10-14 The Lord told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, the one a 
Pharisee and the other a publican.  The Pharisee stood and began to pray thus within himself: ‘O 
God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of men, robbers, dishonest, adulterers, or even like 
this publican.  I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all I possess.’ But the publican, standing far off, 
would not so much as lift up his eyes to heaven, but kept striking his breast, saying, ‘O God, be 
merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went back to his home justified rather than the 
other; for anyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and anyone who humbles himself shall 
be exalted. 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Fourth Day of the Celebration of the Presentation and commemoration of the Holy Martyr 
Agatha: Agatha was born of a noble Sicilian Family and martyred under Emperor Decius. May the 
Church be robed today in a mantle of precious porphyry, made of the blood of the pure Martyr 
Agatha, and cry out, “Joy to you, Agatha, pride of Sicily!” 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     Icon Workshop: Next workshop will be Feb. 17-19 and 22-24.  Contact Ted Chan to register 

today (tchan.sbg@gmail.com). 

     St. Elias Men’s Meeting: The first Men’s Meeting will be February 10
th

, 6pm, at the Church.  
Contact Fr. Sebastian for more details (sebastiancarnazzo@gmail.com). 
     St. Elias Ladies’ Meeting: The next Ladies Meeting will be February 11

th
. Contact Leila 

Carnazzo for more details (leilacarnazzo@gmail.com). 
     Bishop’s Visit: March 11

th
-12

th
.  Mark your calendar and plan to attend the Liturgy and Social. 

Qurban and Socials 

 This Sunday, 2/5 
Qurban: Carnazzo 
Social: Carnazzo 

 Next Sunday, 2/12  
Qurban: Higareda 
Social: Higareda 

Pray for Servants of God 
Deacon Paul Leonarczyk 
Carnazzo Family 
Kamal and Eugenie Neimat 
Laure Kelly 
Nadja Haddad and Family 
Richard Hanna 
Areej Zakher 
Shea Family 
Hynes Family 
Higareda Family 
Christians in the Middle-East 
 

Asleep in the Lord 
Michael Srour 
Takla Haber 
Adel Saba 
Antoinette Fakhoury 
Regina Foster 
Mary Lucas 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/st.+elias+melkite+sa+nose/@37.2613988,-122.0450098,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x808fcd722fa4867d:0x9fb9ec4ef98c73ab!2m2!1d-121.9749698!2d37.2614194
http://steliasmelkite.org/
mailto:steliasmelkite@gmail.com
mailto:SebastianCarnazzo@gmail.com
mailto:tchan.sbg@gmail.com


FROM THE EPARCHY 
ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL CITIES in Asia Minor, Ephesus was an important commercial hub in the ancient world. A Jewish colony had 
prospered there long before St Paul preached there in the first century AD. The community he established was significant enough for 
him to leave his dearest spiritual son, Timothy, at its head. The two epistles which St Paul wrote to Timothy give us a glimpse into 
the life of this important early Church. 
     Expect Persecution: Reminding Timothy that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (v. 12), St Paul 
alludes to the persecutions he endured “at Antioch, Iconium and Lystra” (2 Tim 3:11) in his missionary journey of AD 47-49. The 
Roman persecution of Christians had not yet begun; Paul’s trouble came from those Jews who did not accept his teaching: “The Jews 
stirred up the devout and prominent women and the chief men of the city, raised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and 
expelled them from their region” (Acts 13:50). The same thing happened at Iconium, so the apostles fled to Lystra. Acts 19 tells of 
Paul’s own experience in Ephesus where persecution came from another source. Ephesus was the center of an important cult to the 
Roman goddess Diana. There a certain silversmith, Demetrius, incited people to riot, saying that “not only at Ephesus, but 
throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made 
with hands. 

 
So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may 

be despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom all Asia and  the world worship” (Acts 19:26-27). Thus it was the devotees of the 
pagan gods who were the main opponents of St Paul and his teaching in Ephesus. The very fabric of Ephesian society was bound up 
with the Roman deities, especially “Diana of the Ephesians,” whose cult attracted numerous worshippers from the entire region. 
     Expect False Teachers: Church life in the first century was much more fluid than in later years. The great councils and primatial 
synods were not yet envisioned so there was no doctrinal authority beyond that of the local bishop. Self-proclaimed teachers often 
mingled aspects of the Christian Gospel with Gnostic or even pagan ideas. St Paul warned Timothy that these “evil men and 
impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” (2 Tim 3:13). Many historians think that St Paul’s prediction 
was fulfilled. Some teachers began promoting pagan practices such as ritual prostitution and use of intoxicants in worship. They felt 
such behavior was justified because faith in Christ had replaced the Law as the means of salvation. And so, they reasoned, all 
prohibitions of the Law were no longer binding. The problem continued throughout the century. The Book of Revelation begins with 
letters written by John to the seven Churches of Asia. In the letter to Ephesus, he wrote: “I know your works, your labor, your 
patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have 
found them liars” (Rev 2:2). John goes on to commend the Ephesians for combating the Nicolaitans, who some think tolerated 
adultery and ate foods sacrificed to idols. 
     The Remedy—Follow the Tradition: St Paul’s solution to the problem of the false teachers is what we would call the appeal to 
Apostolic Tradition. He tells Timothy to “… continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom 
you have learned them” (v. 14). What Timothy would have learned came from the oral teaching of St Paul, his letters, and the 
apostles’ interpreting of the Old Testament, as not even the Gospels had been written at this time. Paul saw himself as passing on 
what he had received from others. The Greek terms for passing on and receiving are forms of the word paradosis, which we 
translate as Tradition.  The Church considers that the Holy Spirit dwells actively in the Church, according to Christ’s promise, and 
that the outward forms of Holy Tradition – both the content of Tradition and the process of passing it on – are the work of the Holy 
Spirit living within it. While St Paul does not use the term Holy Tradition, we see from his writings that he considered his doctrine as 
both received and passed on (i.e. an element of Tradition): “For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures …” (1 Cor 15:3). He also saw the Church’s practice as elements of Tradition, both 
received and passed on:  “For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in 
which He was betrayed took bread… (1 Cor 11:23). Thus, in telling Timothy to focus on what he has learned from the Old Testament 
and the apostolic preaching, Paul was instructing him to remain faithful to the elements of God-given Holy Apostolic Tradition which 
he had come to know. In the centuries that followed the Church came to see that Scripture and liturgy are not the only elements of 
Holy Tradition. The fruit of the Spirit’s presence in the Church also includes writings of the Church Fathers, the Creeds and teachings 
of the Councils, the holy icons and the witness of the saints. Reverence for Holy Tradition is perhaps the most basic characteristic of 
the Eastern Churches. 
     “Of the dogmas and sermons preserved in the Church, certain ones we have from written instruction, and certain ones we have 
received from the Apostolic Tradition….Both the one and the other have one and the same authority …. For if we dare to overthrow 
the unwritten customs as if they did not have great importance, we shall thereby imperceptibly do harm to the Gospel in its most 
important points. And even more, we shall be left with the empty name of the Apostolic preaching without content. For example, let 
us especially make note of the first and commonest thing, that those who hope in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ should sign 
themselves with the Sign of the Cross. Who taught this in Scripture? Which Scripture instructed us that we should turn to the east in 
prayer? Which of the saints left us in written form the words of invocation during the transformation of the bread of the Eucharist 
and the Chalice of blessing?....By what Scripture, likewise, do we bless the water of Baptism and the oil of anointing and, indeed, the 
one being baptized himself?...What written word has taught us this anointing with oil itself? Where is the triple immersion and all 
the rest that has to do with Baptism, the renunciation of Satan and his angels to be found? What Scripture are these taken from? Is 
it not from this unpublished and unspoken teaching which our Fathers have preserved in a silence inaccessible to curiosity and 
scrutiny, because they were thoroughly instructed to preserve in silence the sanctity of the Mysteries?” (Basil, The Holy Spirit, 27). 

 


