
 

St. Elias Melkite Catholic Church 
Proclaiming the Ancient and Orthodox Christian Faith in the Silicon Valley 

14263 Mulberry Dr., Los Gatos, CA 95032 
StEliasMelkite.org ● (408) 785-1212 ● StEliasMelkite@gmail.com 

 
Vespers (evening prayer) 
Saturdays 5pm 
Feastdays: See website Calendar 
 
Orthros (morning prayer) 
Sundays 10am 
Feastdays: See website Calendar 
 
Divine Liturgy 
Sundays: 11am 
Feastdays: See website Calendar 
 
Confession 
During Vespers and Orthros, or 
by appointment 
 
Bible Study 
Wednesdays: 6pm Online 
See website for link 
(now on Summer break) 
 
Sunday School 
During Sunday Coffee Social 
 
Contact the Pastor 
Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo  
Phone: (831) 229-8350 
SebastianCarnazzo@gmail.com 
 

July 30, 2016: 8th Sunday After Pentecost – Feeding of the Five Thousand 
 

PRAYER 
O You who have granted us to pray together in harmony, and who promised that when 
two or three are gathered to call upon your name You will give what they ask: do You 
now fulfill what your servants ask, so far as it is good, granting us in the world to come, 
eternal life. For You are good, O our God, and You love mankind and we send up glory 
to You, to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

HYMNS 
Troparion of the resurrection (7th Tone): You destroyed Death by Your cross. * You 
opened paradise to the thief. * You changed the weeping of the myrrhbearers * and 
commanded Your apostles to proclaim * that You have risen, O Christ God, * granting to 
the world great mercy.  

 
READINGS 

1 Cor 1:10-17 Brethren, I beseech you, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
say the same thing, and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be 
perfectly united in one mind and one purpose. For I have been informed about you, my 
brethren, by those of the house of Chloe, that there are quarrels among you. Now this 
is what I mean: each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of 
Cephas,” of” I am of Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you baptized in Paul’s name? I thank God that I baptized none of you but Crispus 
and Caius, lest anyone should say that you were baptized in my name. I baptized also 
the household of Stephanas. I am not aware of having baptized anyone else. For. Christ 
did not send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News, not with the skill of 
eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be made useless.  
 
Matthew 14:14-22 At that time when Jesus saw a large crowd, out of compassion for 
them he cured their sick. Now when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, 
“This is a desert place and the hour is already late; send the crowds away, so that they 
may go into the villages and buy themselves food.” But Jesus said to them. “They do not 
need to go away; you yourselves give them some food.” They answered him, “We have 
here only five loaves and two fishes.” He said to them, “Bring them here to me.” And 
when he had ordered the crowd to sit down on the grass, he took the five loaves and 
the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them 
to his disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowd. And all ate and were satisfied; 
and they gathered up what was left over, twelve baskets full of fragments. Now the 
number of those who had eaten was five thousand men, not counting women and 
children. And immediately afterwards he made his disciples get into the boat and cross 
ahead of him, while he dismissed the crowd. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our Annual Picnic: This past Sunday we celebrated a patronal feast with a picnic in the 
park and the blessing of cars.  Thank you to all who participated and a very special 
thank you to all who brought food and helped with the organization, set-up and clean-
up!  May God bless you through the prayers of St. Elias! 
 
Support our Persecuted Parishes: Fr. Sebastian is trying to create a program by which 
we could help our Melkite brethren in the Middle-East and the best place to start would 
be with the parishes from which our immigrant members have come.  So, if you were 
baptized in the Middle-East, please email Fr. Sebastian with the name of the church and 
it's address and any contact information you might have, especially a website.  We will 
then find out their needs and take up a collection for them.  
 
Confession: Remember that the Holy Mystery of Reconciliation is available every 
Saturday at Vespers (5pm) and every Sunday at Orthros (10am). 

 
Qurban and Socials 
 

 This Sunday, 7/30 
Qurban: Carnazzo 
Social: Carnazzo 
 

 Next Sunday, 8/6 
Qurban:  
Social:  
 

 
Pray for the Servants of God 
Gabriel Carnazzo (Qurban) 
Fabian Gomez 
William Connelly 
Gary Potter 
Bruce Grout 
Bowden Family 
Kamal & Eugenie Neimat 
Isaac & Julia Kaldani 
Maher & Therese Salama 
 
 
 
Asleep in the Lord in the Hope 
of the Resurrection 
Deceased members of St. Elias 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/st.+elias+melkite+sa+nose/@37.2613988,-122.0450098,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x808fcd722fa4867d:0x9fb9ec4ef98c73ab!2m2!1d-121.9749698!2d37.2614194
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From the Dioceses 
Port cities have long been vital to commerce, both in the ancient world and up to our own day. Founded in c. 700 bc, Corinth 
was the principal port connecting the Greek mainland, the Peloponnesian peninsula and Italy. It was especially important in St 
Paul’s day as the capital of the Roman province of Achaia. There was a sizeable community of Jews in the city and St Paul 
spent eighteen months there organizing a Church (ad 49-51). 
 
Coming from Athens to Corinth, we are told, Paul “…found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come 
from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to 
them. So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they were tentmakers. And 
he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks” (Acts 18:2-4). A few years after Paul left 
the city he received word from “people in Chloe’s household” (1 Cor 1:11) that the Christian community was becoming 
increasingly fragmented. Paul writes this epistle to address this problem. 
 
The Issue of Leadership 
There were several reasons for these divisions; at the beginning of St Paul’s First Epistle to the Corinthians he discusses the 
question of rival allegiances: “…each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,’ or ‘I am of Apollos,’ or ‘I am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ’” (1 
Cor 1:12). This does not mean that the leaders named were responsible for the divisions, but that members of these factions 
were using the names of Paul or the others named to justify their divisive actions. 
 
Commentators have suggested that the “Cephas party” may have consisted of converted Jews who continued to observe 
Jewish practices such as the Sabbath, circumcision and the dietary laws.  Apollos was an apparently powerful preacher who 
had come to Ephesus (probably in ad 52 or 53), where he was described as “a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, 
an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, [who] … had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, 
he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. So he began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more 
accurately.  And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he 
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace;  for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the 
Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah” (Acts 18:24-28). Apollos had apparently come to Corinth after St Paul had left and built 
on Paul’s work. As the Apostle himself described it, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase” (1 Cor 3:6). There 
is no evidence that Apollos himself led the faction which claimed his name. 
 
St Paul was particularly upset that people were claiming Christ as inspiring one of these factions, in fact reducing His place to 
that of a sectarian leader: “Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?” (1Cor 
1:12). There is no Church without Christ so, as St John Chrysostom observed, “The quarreling at Corinth was not over trivial 
matters, but over something fundamental. Even those who said they were ‘of Christ’ were at fault, because they were 
implicitly denying this to others and making Christ the head of a faction rather than the head of the whole Church” (Hom. on 
the Corinthians, 3.5). Because of his experience with Christ on the road to Damascus, St Paul saw the unity of believer with 
the Lord as more than that of teacher and pupil. He viewed it as an organic relationship. When Christ told Paul, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5), the Lord made it clear that Christ’s people are one with their Lord. St Paul would 
express this in imagery of the whole body – Christ the Head and we the members (see 1 Cor 12:12 ff.).  
 
“In the same mind” 
St Paul saw the unity of the Church as encompassing a two-fold dynamic: unity of mind and heart. “Now I plead with you, 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor 1:10). The Church has 
understood oneness of mind to mean agreement in belief. Within a few years this led to the formation of creeds and the 
canon of Scripture as indicators of the unity of mind expected of believers. 
The Greek word translated above as judgment, has the connotation of considered purpose or will. Later Fathers would speak 
of the mind and the heart in describing the interaction of thought and will. Paul’s pairing of mind and judgment is similar. 
While mind suggests the truth of a concept, judgment indicates a considered action connected to the concept. 
We find a similar pairing in our Divine Liturgy. The deacon introduces the creed, saying, “Let us love one another so that with 
one mind we may confess…”  Here the creedal concepts in the mind must be joined to the considered action of love for our 
expression of belief to represent a true unity of purpose.  
 
Parallels in Our Church Life Today 
Sad to say, it is not unusual for similar divisions to arise today in our Church life. People may be attached to one parish priest 
over another –”I am of Father X” vs. “I am of Father Y.” Some people might leave the parish when Father X does, despite his 
urgings to the contrary. Even sadder, Father X may encourage this kind of behavior by criticizing Father Y. 
 
The same thing happens when people attach themselves to a certain elder or theologian in contrast to another. The 
proliferation of blogs by devotees of Elder X or Professor Y encourages some people to surf for the latest dirt on a certain 
elder or theological school of thought. As one writer has noted, “It is so much more in our carnal nature to curse rather than 
to bless; to tear down rather than to build up; to discourage rather than exhibit the spiritual gift of encouragement and 
exhortation.” 
 
When tempted to go along with this kind of “Corinthianism,” we would do well to listen to St Paul’s advice to the Philippians: 
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things” (Phil 4:8). 
 

 


