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Vespers (evening prayer) 
Saturdays 5pm 
Feastdays: See website Calendar 
 
Orthros (morning prayer) 
Sundays 10am 
Feastdays: See website Calendar 
 
Divine Liturgy 
Sundays: 11am 
Feastdays: See website Calendar 
 
Confession 
During Vespers and Orthros, or 
by appointment 
 
Bible Study 
Wednesdays: 6pm Online 
See website for link 
 
Sunday School 
During Sunday Coffee Social 
 
Contact the Pastor 
Rev. Sebastian Carnazzo  
Phone: (831) 229-8350 
SebastianCarnazzo@gmail.com 
 

Sunday, September 3, 2017 
13th Sunday After Pentecost – The Wicked Tenants 

2017ايلول  3االحد،   
عشر بعد العنرصةاالحد الثالث   

 
HYMNS 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4): The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from 
the angel the joyful announcement of the resurrection, and having rejected the ancestral 
sentence, proudly told the apostles: Death is despoiled. Christ God is risen, bestowing to the 
world great mercy.” 

 نشيد  القيامة باللحن الرابع

إن تلميذات الرب تعلمَن من المالِك بشرى القيامِة البهيجة.  ونبذَن القضاَء على الجدين، وقلن للرسِل مفتخراٍت: لقد ُسلب 

 الموت، ونهض المسيُح االله، واهباً للعالِم عظيَم الرحمة.

 
Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4): Through your holy birth, O Immaculate 
One, Joachim and Anne were delivered from the shame of childlessness, and Adam and Eve from 
the corruption of death.  Your people, redeemed from the debt of their sins, cry out to you to 
honor your birth: “the barren one gives birth to the Mother of God the Sustainer of our life!” 
 

 قنداق الختام لميالد السيدة باللحن الرابع 

بمولِدِك المقدَِّس أَيتها الطاهرة.  فله يُعيُّد شعبُِك ان يواكيَم وحنةَ من عاِر العقر أطلقا، وآدَم وحواَء من فساِد الموِت أُعتِقا، 

 أَيضاً، وقد أُنِقذَ من تَبِعَِة الزالّت، صارًخا اليِك: العاقُر تَِلُد والدةَ االلِه ُمغذّيَةَ حياِتنا.

 
 

READINGS 
1 Cor 16:13-24 BRETHREN, watch, stand fast in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let everything 
you do he done out of love. Now, I beg you, brethren: you know that the members of Stephanas’ 
family are the first-fruits of Achaia and have devoted themselves to the service of the saints. To 
such as these, you too be come subject, and to every helper and worker. I rejoice at the 
presence of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because what was lacking on your part 
they have supplied — for they have refreshed both my spirit and yours. To such as these, 
therefore, give recognition. The churches of Asia greet you. Acuila and Priscilla with the church 
at their house greet you heartily iii the Lord. All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with 
a holy kiss. I, Paul, greet you with my own hand. If any man does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him he accursed. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. My love is with all of you in Christ 
Jesus. Amen.  
 
Matthew 21:33-42 The Lord told this parable: “There was a man, a landowner, who planted a 
vineyard, and put a hedge around it, and dug a wine vat in it, and built a tower; then he leased it 
to the vine-dressers, and went abroad. But when the fruit season drew near, he sent his servants 
to the vine-dressers to receive his fruits. And the vine-dressers seized his servants, and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent another party of servants more numerous 
than the first; and they did the same to these. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ But the vine-dressers, on seeing the son, said among themselves, ‘This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him, and we shall have his inheritance.’ So they seized him, cast him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. When, therefore, the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those vine-dressers?” They said to him, “He will utterly destroy those evil men, and will lease 
the vineyard to other vine-dressers, who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said 
to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The Stone which the builders rejected has 
become the corner stone; by the Lord this has been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes’” 
 

COMMEMORATION 
The Holy Hieromartyr Anthimus was bishop of Nicomedia, in the days of Emperors Diocletian 
and Maximus.  When the church of the Nicomedians was set on fire, Anthimus sought refuge in 
the mountains.  He was seized and beheaded under Maximus in 303. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nativity of the Theotokos: Vigil Divine Liturgy with St. Basil community, Thursday, September 
7

th
, 7:30pm.  

 
Qurban: If you would like to bake the qurban, please make sure it is at the church by Saturday 
evening.  This makes the Sunday morning preparations of the qurban much easier.  Thank you! 
 
Singing Practice: Every Saturday from 4-5pm, we are now having singing practice.  All are 
welcome to come learn and help.   

 
Qurban and Socials 

 

 Next Sunday, 9/3 
Qurban: Srour 
Social: Nadia Farah 
 

 This Sunday, 9/10 
Qurban: Elhage 
Social: Shihadeh 
 

 
Pray for the Servants of God 
Priests Christopher and Anthony 
Readers Cyril and Romanos 
Srour Family (Qurban) 
Farah Family (Social) 
Adel Hariz 
Laure Kelly 
Sr. Iliana 
Br. Andrew and classmates 
Thomas Kalil & family 
Natalia Carnazzo 
William & Araceli Carnazzo 
Genevieve Gomez 
Kamal & Eugenie Neimat 
Isaac & Julia Kaldani 
Maher & Therese Salama 
 
Asleep in the Lord in the Hope 
of the Resurrection 
Michael & Zobeda Srour 
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From the Dioceses 
 

Once the Lord Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday He was in the stronghold of the Jewish political and religious 
elite: the high priests and the Sanhedrin (council of elders). Chapter 21 of the Gospel of Matthew shows Him challenging 
them dramatically in word (parables) and action (His attack on the money-changers). One of those parables, the story of 
the Vinedressers, was a clear indictment of those who abused their position as God’s representatives in the vineyard of 
Israel. And “when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that He was speaking of them” 
(v.45). Matthew does not depict Jesus as explaining this parable; in chapter 23, however, he describes the Lord as using 
the same image, but with an explanation. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but 
you were not willing!” (v. 37) The fate of the servants was an allusion to the fate of the prophets. 
 
The Father of All the Prophets 
Contemporary Jews still reverence the “Tomb of the Prophets” Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi on the west side of the 
Mount of Olives. Tombs of other prophets are venerated as holy sites in Israel (Hosea and Isaiah), Palestine (Zedekiah) 
and Iraq (Ezekiel).  However the prophet whom Jews call the “Father of all the prophets” and whom our Church 
remembers this week (September 4) has no tomb. As we read in the Torah: “So Moses the servant of the Lord died there 
in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth 
Peor; but no one knows his grave to this day” (Dt 34:5, 6). Some authors have suggested that Moses was buried in an 
unmarked grave to prevent the still semi-idolatrous Israelites from making it a shrine or place of worship. The bulk of 
the Torah (Exodus through Deuteronomy) is concerned with the story of Moses. It tells how he was born to an Israelite 
couple in Egypt. The Pharaoh, in an attempt at population control, had ordered that newborn Hebrew boys were to be 
killed. “But the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the male children 
alive” (Ex 1:17). Exodus tells how Moses fled Egypt after killing a man who was abusing a Hebrew. He settled in Midian 
(on the northeastern shore of the Red Sea) and married Zipporah, a daughter of the local priest. While shepherding his 
father-in-law’s flocks, Moses had this life-changing experience: “And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of 
fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not 
consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.’  
“So when the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, ‘Moses, 
Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then He said, ‘Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place where you stand is holy ground. Moreover, He said, ‘I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God” (Ex 3:2-6). Thus Moses is 
known in our Tradition as “the God-Seer” since he beheld God at the burning bush and when receiving the Law.  
Perhaps the most touching image of Moses’ relationship with God occurred just before the Israelites leave Sinai for the 
Promised Land: “And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended and 
stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses. All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the 
tabernacle door, and all the people rose and worshiped, each man in his tent door. So the Lord spoke to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks to his friend” (Ex 33:9-11). Moses’ vision of God was true, but imperfect. He would become the 
perfect seer of God on another mountain, Tabor, when he would appear with the prophet Elias at the Transfiguration of 
Christ. Moses led the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to freedom. He lived to see the Promised Land before he died, but 
never got to enter it himself. Moses died on Mount Nebo, near Jericho. Our Church commemorates the Prophet and 
God-Seer Moses on September 4, the date on which, according to the Menaion, he had seen the Promised Land. 
 
“A Prophet like Moses” 
When the Hebrews were preparing to enter the Promised Land, Moses uttered this prophecy, “The Lord your God will 
raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear” (Dt 18:15). After Moses’ 
death, his assistant Joshua assumed the leadership of the Israelites, but this prophecy was not thought to refer to him. 
While there would be many prophets among God’s People in the centuries that followed, none of them would attain the 
stature of Moses. The Torah concludes with this acknowledgement that the prophecy is not yet fulfilled: “But since then 
there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face” (Dt 34:10). Christians see that 
prophecy fulfilled and exceeded in Jesus Christ. He is the ultimate prophet, law-giver and God-Seer who leads His people 
– not out of Egypt, but out of Hades, delivering us from the power of Death.  As we read in the Gospel of John, “The Law 
was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (Jn 1:17). The Gospel of Matthew is so written 
as to reveal Jesus as the New Moses.  He deepens our understanding of the Commandments and takes us beyond them 
(“You have heard it said… but I say to you…”). The Beatitudes set out a new way of life, based on self-emptying in 
imitation of Him.  The very structure of Matthew’s Gospel reinforces the idea of Jesus as the New Moses. The story of 
His ministry is set forth in five sections of teachings and miracles, just as the Torah is made up of five books. Each section 
ends with a passage such as this: “And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished 
at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (Mt 7:28, 29). While this device may 
mean little to us today, its significance would not have been lost on Matthew’s Jewish readers. The Prophet like Moses 
had come. 
 
With the divine and righteous Moses, the choir of prophets rejoices today with gladness, seeing their prophecy now 
fulfilled in our midst. For Your Cross, O Christ our God, by which You redeemed us, shines before all as the end and 
fulfillment of what they foretold in ancient times. By their intercession, have mercy on us all. Kontakion, September 4 

 


